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- ADVERTISEMENT, 


THOSE Perſons who heard the enſuing 
Dyſcourſe delivered from the pulpit*, will 
percerve, that it has been very much 

abridged : which was done in order to 

introduce that remarkable Account of 

'* the Lord's gracious dealings with my 
Late honored Father, which will be found 

in the appendix. May the Lord conde- 
ſcend to bleſs the peruſal of theſe pages 


to many precious and immortal fouls ! 


This ſermon was preached at Seven-oales, OR. 30, 1794, after 
the body had been interrrd at Beſſels Green. | 
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Dian Baxrus zx, 


Ir was the deſire of your late Nd that 1 
ſhould addreſs you on the preſent occaſion. 
1 therefote aſk your ſerious attention tb that 
part of the ſacred word of God recorded in 
Iſaiah xxxv. 10.— Jud the ranſomed of the 
Lord fha!l return, and come to Zion wijh ſongs, 
and everlaſting Joy ſhall be upon their heads : they 
ſhall obtain joy and gladneſs, and ſorrow and 4 fgh- 
tng ag foal flee away. 
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THEsE are precious words: —happy are 
they, who are intereſted in what they con- 
tain! The chapter, out of which they are 
taken, though but ſhort, is remarkably en- 
couraging. The verſes are only ten, but they 
contain more than wenty gracious promiſes. 
O that the Spirit of God may apply them to 
our hearts! I ſhall, not. detain you by gene- 
ral obſervations z but proceed to conſider the 
text, as ſuitable to the preſent ſolemn occa- 


ſon: and endeavour to make ſuch obſerva- 


tions as may, with a divine bleſſing, be uſe- 
ful to your ſouls. For I wiſh you, my dear 
hearers, to be duly apprized of the end I have 
in view, in engaging in this ſervice. It is 
not to paſs encomiums on my honored Fa- 
ther, though J regarded his counſels, and 
ſhall ever revere his memory; But. the ob- 
jects, at which I aim, are the glory of God, 


and your preſent and everlaſting welfare.— 
Should the Lord graciouſly condeſcend to. 


bleſs the word that may this evening be 
ſpoken to one immortal ſoul, I ſhall rejoice, 
and be truly thankful for it, In the words 
you will obſerve, q 
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The Saint's Entrance into Zion. 5 
I. The deſcription here given us of the 


n of God — the ranſomed ef the _ 
and, 


II. The glorious promiſe made them, firſt; 
that they hall return to Zion with ſongs: and, 
ſecondly, that everlaſting joy ſhall be upon their 
beaas; and yes and ſig bing ſhall flee away. - 


Ws begin, 

J. With the deſcription eng given of che 
people of God —ibe ragſemed of the Lord, or 
the redeemed of the Lord: for the ſame idea 
is meant to be conveyed by each term, as 
appears from the words of the prophet Jere- 
miah, The Lord bath redeemed Jacob, and ran: 
famed him ſrom the band of him that was ftronger 
than be. Then follows a promiſe ſimilar to 
that in the text. Therefore they ſhall come and 


N Jing in the height of Zion '. But what is the 


import of the character? This we ſhould 
be concerned to know. A ranſom is a price 
that is paid, in order to procure pardon for 
an offence, or liberty and fleedom, for per» 


8 Jer, XXX1, 11. 12. See alſo ·Iſai. li. 10, 11. | 
| A 3 ſons 
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ſons in bondage and ſlavery. In the former 
ſenſe, the word is uſed by Solomon, when 


cautioning perſons againſt the ſin of adultery ; 
and particularly in reference to the unhappy 
conſequences of that dreadful evil. For jea- 4 
louſy, ſays he, ts the rage of à man: therefore, | | 
be will not ſpare in the day of vengeance. He I 
will not regard any RANSOM * :—fſcarce any 4 
price that can be paid will procure forgive- 
neſs for the crime, or reconcile the injured 1 


huſband to the offending party. Both ideas 


are included when, in the word of Truth, it 


is applied to Chriſt, and the important work 


which he came to perform. The Son of Man i 


came not to be miniftered unto; but to miniſter; 
and to give his life a ranſom for many. The 


ranſomed of the Lord, therefore, are thoſe | 


perſons for whom a price has been paid, to 


procure pardon for their ſins, and deliverance 5 


from a ſtate of bondage and miſery. To il- 
luſtrate this, we will notice three ideas: 
man's condition the price paid for his re- 
demption— and the Ferſon 425 whom it was 
laid down. | ; 


v Prov. vi. 34.3535 Matth. xx. 28. 


C 4 


t. 
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PFirſt Man's condition. Al heve ſinned, 
and come ſhort of the glory F God*, Every 
ſinner, as ſuch, is in a ſtate of captivity. 
Hence it is ſaid, that Chriſt came 10 proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the pri- 
ſon to them that were bound. Though there 
are many perſons, : who have never felt their 
bondage, nor ſeen their miſery ; yet this, by 
no means proves, that they are not in ſuch 
circumſtances. Our Lord Jefus Chriſt, on 
a certain occaſion, ſaid to the Jews, [f ze con- 
tinue in my word, then are ye my diſciples indeed; 
and ye ſhall know the truth, and the truth ſball 
make you free. They immediately replied, 
We are Abraham's ſeed, and were never in bon- 
dage to any man: how ſayeſt thou, Ye ſhall be 
made free? Our Lord's anſwer is very ſo- 
lemn—/erily, verily, I ſay unto you, whoſoever 
committeth fin, is the ſervant of in. Chriſt 
did not ſpeak in reference to their bodies} 
but- their ſouls, And what flavery is fo 
dreadful às that which is the conſequence 
of fin? This is infinitely worſe than that of 


d Rom. 111. 23. e Ifa, Ix1, 2. 
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him who groans under the iron hand of a 
cruel oppreſlor. 


Men, by nature, are in bondage under the 


Jaw of God, which requires perſonal, perfect, 


and perpetual obedience; and condemns for 
the leaſt tranſgreſſion in thought, word, or 
deed: for, the thought of fooliſhneſs is „nl. 
Where is the perſon, who can deliberately 
appeal to an heart-ſearching God, and ſay, I 


have fulfilled this law? I have never, in 


any inſtance, deviated from this ſtandard of 
moral rectitude. For remember, if we could 
keep the whole law, except in one point, we 
ſhould nevertheleſs be guilty of all*; and the 


law will hold us priſoners, till ample ſatisfacs 


tion is made. The lau does not ſay ** repent, 
and you ſhall be forgiven.” It does not hold 
out the golden ſceptre of mercy to a guilty 
creature, but denounces a dreadful curſe 
againſt every tranſgreſſor*, If *ypur eyes art 
opened by the Spirit of God, as the Apoſ- 
tle's were, you will ſee yourſelves as he did, 


s Prov. xxiv. . James ii. 10. 
_ 1 Gal. i. 10. 


a "ch kd 
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in miſerable circumſtances,—Rom., Vii, 9, 
IO, 11. * 


Again, every natural man is under the do- 
minion of ſome reigning luſt, ſuch as pride, 
covetouſoeſs, or love of the honours and 
pleaſures of this world. Hence we read of 
Eyes full of adultery *— Hands full ef miſchief! 
—A-mouth full of curſing and. bitterneſs— Feet 


1 ſift to ſhed blood „and a Heart deceitful above 


all things, and deſperately wicked ". Satan alſo 


Is the god of this world, who blinds the 


minds of them that believe not. Les, my 


dear hearers, thoſe perſons who indulge them- 


ſelves in ſin, who negle& the worſhip of 
God in his houſe, and never pray to him in 


ſeertt; ſuch perſons are the ſervants of Sa- 


tan, and his wages they will receive, if they 
die without repentance toward God, and 


faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt *, - I ſpeak 


thus out of love to your ſouls, if peradven- 
ture the Lord may bleſs what I ſay to. ſome 
unconverted ſinners, and bring them to aſk 


K 2 Pet. ii. 14. n Rom. ili. 14, 15. 
. 2 Pfal, xxvi. 10. n Jer. xvii. 9. 
Lake x11. 5. John iii. 36, 
wich 


8 


10 The Saints“ Eulrance into Zion. 


with ſeriouſneſs, Stirs, what 1 1 do to be 
ſaved *? 


We next inquire concerning the price paid 


for the ſinner's redemption. This is a theme 


for Gabriel's tongue! The redemption of the F 
ſoul appears precious, when we conſider how | 


it was obtained, Paul ſpeaks with pecyliar | 
'emphaſis—277 are bought with 4 price : and 
Peter informs us——1} was not with corruptible | 
"things, as filver and gold; but with the precious 
S$lood of Chriſt . This is ſweetly expreſſed 


" Dr. Watts: 


How glorious was the grace, 1212 
When Chalsr ſullain'd the ſtroke ! 
His Lirr and Blood the Shepherd pays, 

A Ransom for the flock, | 


May this lead us to reflect upon the worth 
of our ſouls, and the importance of their 
eternal welfare". 


I proceed to ſhew, by whom the price was 
paid. It was by Fehovah :—hence they are 


Acts xvi. zo. q 1 Cor. vii. 23. 1 Pet, i. 18. 19. 
r Mark viii. 36. | 
called 
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called the ranſomed of the Load. This 
ſhould lead us, my brethren, to contemplate 
and adore the amazing grace which 1s herein 
diſplayed. He is gracious, and faith, deliver 
= him from going down to the pit, 1. HAVE FOUND 
W 4 2axsoM | 


It was the Loxp, whoſe law we have 
broken, whoſe authority we 'have trampled 
under foot, whoſe goodneſs we have often 
abuſed, whoſe mercy we have lighted, and 
© whoſe everlaſting diſpleaſure we have all de- 
= ſerved. - But, O amazing love! He found a 
1 anſom. His own equal Son was manifeſt in 
be fleſb, to deſtroy the works of the devil: and 
4 He gave HmsELe for his people”. Hence the 


hs * Rk. 8 0 fl. 


„ ſaints before the throne, aſcribe Bleſſing, and 
| |. hononr, and glory, and power unto him that fitteth 
h bon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever 
i [ aud ever *, Obſerve, this grace is diſtinguiſh- 


Wing. They are ſaid 10 be redeemed from uon 


Job, 33. 24. » 1 John ĩii. 8. 
John v. 18. Titus ii. 14. 
* Rev. v. 11. 13. 


a @ 


nen, 
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men, and our or every kindred, and tongue, and 
People, and nation“. 
1 go on, 


II. To conſider the glorious promiſe made 
chem. Firſt, That they ſhall return to Zion 
with ſongs; and 1econdly, That everlaſting | 
Jay ſhall be upon their heads, and ſorrow and ſigb- 


ing ſhall flee away, 


' Firſt, They ſball return to Zion with ſongs.— | 
In this mode of ſpeech 1s implicated their | 
previous diſtance from God. This is very 
ſtrikingly illuſtrated by our bleſſed Redeemer, 
in one of thoſe parables, recorded by the EF 
Evangeliſt Luke, chap. 15. The youngeſt 
ſon, there ſpoken of, is an emblem of un- 
converted ſinners. He left his Father's houſe, 4 | 
went into a far country, and waſted his ſub- F 
ſtance with harlots; till at laſt, he was re- 
duced to a moſt mean, miſerable, and pe- 


riſhing condition. 


Such was our condition. We have all de. 
parted from God, Iſa. liii, 6. We were 


YI Rev. xĩiv. 4. V. 9. 


ſpending 


| 
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pending our time and talents in the purſuit 
of ſenſual objects, till the Lord cauſed us 
to fee] our miſery, and ſee our wretchedneſs. 


The promiſe in the text, therefore, ſuppoſes 


8 | a divine change in the diſpoſition of the heart, 
b- which change is effected by the Almighty 


energy of the Holy Spirit“. Have you, my 
dear friends, ever experienced a work of 
grace in your hearts? Have you been led 
W with ſeriouſneſs to adopt the prayer of the 
= P ublican, who ſmote upon his breaſt, ſaying, | 
Cod be merciful to me a finer Or to ſay, 
Vith the Prodigal, Father, I have finned againſt 
4 heaven, and in thy fight, and am no more worthy © 
3 to be called thy fon". More than an outward 
W reformation is abſolutely requiſite: a perſon 
Bay turn from the practice of enormous 
| rimes, and yet not be a regenerate man. A 
ſwearer may abſtain from that awful and cry- 
ing ſin, Becauſe of which the land of promiſe 
mourned ©, A drunkard may refrain from abuſ- 


e- 
re Ning the bounries of divine Providence, and 
become a ſober perſon, A ſabbath- breaker 
ng 2 Eph. i 19. Luke xvin. 1% 
- d Luke xv. 1. er. xxiii. 10. 


may 
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may ceaſe to profane that holy day, and at- 1 
tend to all the externals of devotion. Yea, \ 
5 one who has oppoſed the doctrines of the 
goſpel, may change his opinion, and become 
a warm advocate for evangelical truth. Yer 
it is true of each of theſe, that the heart 
never having been renewed, they cannot an- E | 
ter the kingdom of God. All real religion, i 3 © 
or vital godlineſs, is internal: Chriſt iu you th 
the hope of glory. My. ſon, give me thine 4 de! 
beart, is the nnn e « the bleſſed God . 


Now it is 1% Zion they return.—Zion, In 3 
the ſacred Scriptures, 1s ſometimes to 
be underſtood of the Church Militant, FP? 
and ſometimes of the Church Trium- i 
phant. Ye are come unto Mount Sion', ſays the | a 
Apoſtle, and that ſtriking paſſage of the 
Pſalmiſt, which is literally to be underſtood i 
of the pious Jews, and of their .journey at 
the ſtated ſeaſon to the temple, has often, 
with great advantage, been applied to the 


heavenly ſtate. They go from ſprength to ſirengib, if 7 ba 
| ENTS oer 
4 Col. i. 27. e Prov. xxiii. 26. 


1 Heb, Xu, 22. 


every | 
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en one of them in Zion 2 Before 
Cad. , | 


Cheerful they walk with growing ſtrength, 
Till all ſhall meet in Heav'n at length. 


me of j 
(et | 3 
art | 3 a | | 
[ In regard of coming to the Church of 
Chriſt on earth, the Holy Ghoſt intends more 
than a profeſſion of religion. Not that pro- 
i i Per perſons ſhould be diſcouraged. from pob - 
Wicly appearing on the Lord's fide, *Tis the 
1 Woes of thoſe, who really believe in the 
3 zon of God, to teſtify to the world, that 
Whey are not aſhamed of Chriſt, who has. 
Hought them with his precious blood. But 


he Lord, therefore, return and come to 
Fion's King, agreeable to that precious pro= 
Wniſc : 7 be remnant ſhall return, even the rem- 
ant of Jacob, unto the monty Gor *, They 
rſt return to Chriſt, and then to his Church. 
he Apoſtle reminds thoſe to whom he wrote, 


ib, fl | 
ere now returned unto the Shepherd and Biſhop 
| Pf. Ixxxiv. 7, * Iſai. x. 27. 

ery | M9 


bat they had been as ſoeep going aſtray; but! 


* 
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of their fouls*. All thoſe who are taught of 
God, and led by the Holy Spirit, come to 7 
the fountain of Immanuel's blood for pardon i, 


7 
— 


- — 
2 \ ” 
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Ii and peace. They come, and receive by 
. faith, that everlaſting righteouſneſs by which 
[3 they are juſtified in the ſight of God. Yea, 3 
dhey come to Chriſt, in order to receive all 3 
{4 fpiritual bleſſings from his never-failing ful- 
1 neſs. John li. 16. All thoſe who, in this 
{1 world, are led to Chriſt, and enabled to truſt i 


- wo 
- 


in him alone for complete ſalvation, ſhall at 


OTOL noe — 
T7 r 


L laſt come to mount Zion above: for—He i 
1 ö 9 4 . | 4 | 
i ; will give unto them eternal life, and they ſhall 1 
it never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of b 
it his bands. In Heaven they ſhall all caſt i 
It their crowns before the throne, and ſing that 
bs. delightful, never-ending ſong, Worthy is the 
f Lamb that was ſlain to receive power |, c. J 
10 As to the manner of their coming, it is 


ſaid, they ſhall come ih ſongs. But I would 
obſerve, that in reſpect of their firſt coming 
to Chriſt, they are brought with weeping and 


\ 1 Pet. ii. 25. * John x. 28. 
FI” | Rev. v. 9-11. 1 b 
uppli- 
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Wfopplication—weeping for ſin, and ſuppli- 


0 cating for divine forgiveneſs : Going and weep- 
n ng, they ſhall go and ſeek the Lord their God“. 
y a this way the Lord led her, who in the 
h | 


ouſe of Simon, food at his feet behind bim, 
Y eeping. But when Jeſus pronounced all her 
ns forgiven, and bid ber go in price”, her 
Noourning was turned into joy! When the 
BF anſomed of the Lord return to Zion above, 
4 t will be with ſongs. With: gladneſs and re- 
oicing ſhall they be 1 : they ſhall enter inte 
'Y the King's palace. Not merely with a ſong, 
I ut with. sons. This reſpects the various 
3 Pleſſings for which they will praiſe the God 
f grace. They ſhall priſe him for all his 
rovidential goodneſs, which followed them 
Wbrough this world; praiſe him for diſtin- 
Huiſhing favour as his choſen people; praiſe 
im 1 redeeming love; and praiſe him for 
Falling, pardoning, juſtifying, adopting, and 
ſanctifying grace. Alſo for that ſtrength by 
Fhich they were enabled to perſevere, till 
heir race was ended, and their conflict over. 


m Jer. xxxi. 9. I. 4. n Luke vii. 38—50. 
o Pſa, xlv. 15. 
B 3 They 
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They will then ſay, By the grace of Ged 1 am 
what T am®, 


Before I diſmiſs this branch of the ſub- 
ject, permit me to aſk you, in the moſt ſeri- i 
ous and affectionate manner, Do you believe 
on the Son of God ? Did you ever experi- 3 
ence godly ſorrow, by looking to a crucified Wl 
Saviour ? And feel the burden of guilt re- 
moved by the application of atoning blood? 
You have had a recent proof of the uncer- 
tainty of human life. My honaured Father, 
L preſume, when he roſe in the morning, did WW 
not expect to be in eternity before the clock q | 
ſtruck nine. May this inſtance of ſudden pl 


death be ſantified to each of us !—-I come je 
now, | = : 
| W 

© Secondly, In a brief manner, to conſider fl p 
the cloſe of the text, which is expreſſive of 1 
the complete and eternal happineſs of the f. 
people of God. Everlaſting joy ſoall be upon Wil |. 
their heads —ſorrow aud fighing ſhall flee away. * 


On earth there is a mixture of joy and 


P 1 Cor, xv. 10. 


ſorrow. 


. 
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ſorrow. Hence we read of Mourners in Zion 1 


W The children of God, while in the body, 


& mourn becauſe of their own fins, and on ac- 


count of the fins of others. I bebeld tranſ- 
= 2r:/or- and was grieved. They mourn at times 
under the afflicting hand of God, becauſe of 
= becreaving providences, and over the corrup- 
6 tions of their own heart. They are alſo ex- 
poſed to the aſſaults of Satan, and ſometimes 
SZ mourn an abſent God, ſay ing, O tbat I knew 
* | where I might find bim ſo as to enjoy his gra- 
3 cious preſerice. But weeping ſhall only endure 


or 4 night, ſorrow and ſighing ſhall flee away, 


f W and be ſucceeded with eternal light and plea- 
We ſure, ſpringing from the uninterrupted en- 
WT joyment of God in Chriſt. | They ſhall ob- 


tain joy and gladneſs, not in a way of merit, 
but as Saul obtained mercy?, and as all the Saints 


cbitain lite precious faith* , which is the gift 


of God, and wrought in the heart by the ef- 
fectual operations of the Holy Spirit. —L 
haſten to conclude, by firſt addrefling a few 
words to the members of this church. 


1 Iſa. lxi. 2, 4. Job xiii. 3. 
2 1 Tim. i. 16. t aM 


My 
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My dear Friends, the relation in which 1 
ſtood to your late Paſtor, forbids my ſpeak- 
ing an / thing very particular concerning him. 
I'can ſay with pleaſure, I believe He was = 
faithful unto death, and is now gone to receive | : ; 
at the hand of Chriſt, a crown of life! 


| Your preſent circumſtances are afflitive,, 
yet be not overwhelmed with ſorrow, Though 
our Fathers die, and the P ophets do not live 
for ever, yet I Esus lives, and the govern- 
ment is upon his ſhoulders. I pray that you 
may be enabled to pay a proper attention to 
the very ſeaſonable exhortations addreſſed to 
you at the grave, by my much reſpected. is 
Brother *. Unite in prayer to God. Hold 4 
faſt the Truth you profeſs to have received, 
Walk in love, and, in due time, may the 
Great Head of the church ſend you another 
Paſtor, who ſhall be a bleſſing to your ſouls ! 
Remember, in your prayers, thoſe perſons 


who have lately made a public profeſſion of thi 
their faith in Chriſt, and who were to have Ml hi: 
been received into fellowſhip with you next 50 
» nean 10. 90 Mr. Wo of London. | — 
; YIC 


Lord's 
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f Lord's day. O that the great Shepherd may 
= keep, and comfort them continually ! 


My dear Brothers and Siſters, I ſpeak with 
Wrhe moſt ſincere affection toward you all. 
We have ſuſtained a loſs—we have no longer 


le affectionate prayers, nor ſerious and ſea- 


1 Wonable advice, of our honoured Father. 
., in particular, have reaſon to remember his 


counſel with gratitude, eſpecially in regard 


to my preſent ſituation in London. I was 
under difficulties in reſpe& of knowing the 
path of duty. After ſeeking divine direc- 
1 jon, I came to aſk his advice, which I was 
enabled to take, and I never ſaw more reaſor 
co be thankful for it than I do at prefent..— 
rr affords me pleaſure, that J can addrefs 
ou, at leaſt moſt of you (for the pulpit is 
not a place to flatter) as perſons who believe 
in our Lord Jefus Chriſt. But if any of you 
are without an experimental knowledge of 
the Saviour, O that you may be brought to- 
his feet to cry for mercy,” without which 
your ſouls muſt be miſerable for ever! And 
may we each of us be enabled to glorify | 
God in this day of viſitation ! 


I hope. 
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I hope thoſe ſerious perſons, who have been 
uſed to attend the worſhip of God in this 
place, will, according to their ability en- 
deavour to encourage the hearts, and ſtrengch⸗ 
en the hands, of thoſe who compoſe this 
church. They need your prayers and aſſiſt- 
ance, in order to the carrying on the intereſt 
of Chriſt here. I truſt neither will be want- i 
ing. It may be, I have been ſpeaking to | 

many this evening, who have never been ſe- 
riouſly concerned about their eternal welfare, 
1 embrace the preſent opportunity of ad- 
dreſſing a word to ſuch perſons. Iam con- 
vinced, that nothing ſhort of a divine 
Power can effectually reach your hearts, 
— Yet, as in the preſence of God, I warn 
you to ſhun the ways of ſin; for remember, 
that as rational, intelligent creatures, you 
are accountable to your great Creator. 7 
you live and die in you fins, where Chriſt is, you 
can never come, Jesvs is now revealed in the 
goſpel, as a free, full, and Almighty Sa- 
viour! He invites thoſe who labour and are 
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beaxy laden, to come to him, and they ſhall find — 
et unto their ſouls : and bim that cometh be will © 
in xo wisz casr our *, The' goſpel is a joy- 
1 ful ſound to every truly awakened ſinner, 
WW when made known to his heart. O that you 

may be taught by the Holy Spirit to know 
& A Hour need of Chriſt, and may you be drawn 
with loving kindneſs, to put your whole con- 
Wfidence in Him! Amen. 


s Matth. x1. 28. x John vi 37. p - 
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Mr late bonoured Father, who died Octo- L h 
ber 22, 1794, it appears, from a paper 3 
found in his pocket-book, dated 1783, 
born in the year 1716. I believe, in Bed. 
fordſhire. At what age he removed i | 
Kent, I am not certain, but he began to ex- ? 
ercife his miniſtry in May 1748: and was or- 
dained Paſtor of the Church at Seven Oaks, 43 
in October 1754. At the bottom of the 1 
above paper, he writes thus: Few and 
evil have been the days of my pilgrimage, 4 
yet, through grace, I truſt a redeemed and ſaved | 4 
finner. An unworthy ſervant, and miniſter i 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who has condeſcended to 
honour me with his preſence and bleſſing ; fol 
that my poor labours have not been altoge- 
ther in vain. May 1 be ſupported unto the 
end of life, and made ſtill uſeful. That 
when I am called to give an account of my 
ſtewardſhip, I may not only ſay with cheer- 3 


fulneſs, Bebold I, and the chilaren, which the 
Lord] 


1 
1. 
9 
» 
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Lord las given me; but may I hear my Lord 
3 and Judge ſay, Well done, good and faithful 
| 1 Servant, enter thou into the jo of thy Lord!” 


The following account was found among 
To- b his papers, written by himſclf, and ſigned 
per ith the initials of his name. It was there- 
was ore thought adviſable to print it as nearly 
ed- 4 erbatim as poſſible. 
nto Bf 


Scme Remarkable Paſſages of the great Good- 
neſs of God, as manifeſted towards a poor 
Sinner: noted with a view to excite Grati- 
tude, Truſt, Love, Praiſe, and holy Obe- 
dience to tbe Lerd. 


On Friday, Sept. 18, 1747, the Loxp was 
graciouſly pleaſed to manifeſt unto my poor 
diſtreſſed ſou], his rich mercy, grace, and 


love in Chriſt, in ſuch a manner I had re- 
I had, for a conſi- 


ver experienced before. 
derable time, been in great fear and doubt 
about my fate, and my obtaining eternal 
ſalvation: fully convinced of my guiltineſs, 
and condemnation by the righteous law of 
God, the inſufficiency of my own (once fa- 


vourite) righteouſneſs, to ſave me; and the 


abſolute need I ſtood in of having the pre- 
cious 
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cious blood of Chriſt applied to my ſoul, in 
order to the enjoy ment of true peace, and a 
ſatis factory view of my right and title to 
eternal glory. That morning, I was exceed- 
ing low indeed, and ſorely buffeted by Satan; 
ſo that I ſeemed juſt ready to give up all 
hopes of eternal happineſs. In this frame of 
mind I continued all that morning, till 
about eleven o' clock, when I found an un- 
uſual inclination to pour out my complaints 
to the Lord in prayer, and in which I was 
encouraged by thoſe words, which at that 
juncture were ſuggeſted to my mind, Aſk, 
and ye ſhall receive; ſeek, and ye ſhall find.“, 
I think 1 can truly ſay, I'was then enabled 
to believe the promiſe ; I therefore laid aſide © 
my tool (being then at work in my civil cal- 
ling), and attempted to cry to the Lord, 
and to implore-the manifeſtations of his rich 
mercy, grace, and love to me, a poor, mi- 
ſerable, ſelf- condemned ſinner. 

I did ſo, and though ſtrange to relate, 
yet a certain truth, that inſtead of mourning 
for ſin, and crying to the Lord, I was ſeized 
with ſuch a ſudden ſleepineſs, that I loſt the ſenſe 
of wy former troubles, forgot who I was 

C 2 ſpeaking 
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ſpeaking to, and was almoſt ready to fall 
flat to the ground! I roſe from my knees, 


and began to reflect upon my conduct herein; 


but, alas! 'tis impoſſible to deſcribe the 
grief and trouble my poor ſoul was filled 
with, on the account of my ſtrange, wicked, 
and unaccountable conduct before the Lord. 

After walking and muſing a few moments, 
I thought I would try, to pray again, con- 
cluding, that if the Lord, againſt whom 1 


had ſinned, did not help me, none elſe could. 
I again attempted to bow wy knees before 
the Moſt High, and began at firſt with trem- 
bling, to confeſs my wickedneſs, and eſpa · 
cially my hypocriſy in my late conduct before 
him; and though (as I ſaid before), it is 
very ſtrange and unaccountable, that 4a flu. 


ner, oppreſſed with the guilt of fin, and the fears 
ef hell, ſhould fall afleep in the preſence of God! 
Yet ſo to my grief I found it; even when I 
was attempting to call upon him the fecond 
time. 

I was now troubled more than before: 
and Satan ſorely buffetted me with ſuch 
| ſuggeſtions as theſe, * You ſee, now, what 


an PRO you are before God ! You pre- 
tend 
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deliverance from it; but, does this looł like it? 
You pretend to lay your troubles before 
God, and to aſk his pardon and forgivenels; . 
and yet, while you attempt to do this, you 
| ſolemnly mock God, fall aſleep, and quite 
forget your trouble, and the end and deſign. 
of your pretended calling upon him; dread- 
ful hypocriſy indeed! You have been a no- 
torious ſinner all your life-time, as your own. 
cenſcience witneſſeth z and, by your hy pocriti- 
cal pretences to be religious, you have only 
deceived others, aggravated your own guilt, 
and made yourſelf ten- fold more a child of 
hell than you was before. You may as well 
leave off praying, drop all pretences to re- 
ligion, go back into the world, and take all 
the pleaſure you can in it, for this is all the 
happin:1s you will ever have.“ 

Thus was l buffeted, and ſorely harraſſed 
by the enemy, even almoſt to diſtraction, 


F 


TT 
.q 
— 


and total diſpair walking about, wringing 
w hands, and weeping. But as the Lord 
N would have it, the caſe of Peter's denying 
his Lord thrice, was brought to my mind; 
Al which Immediately alleviated, my grief and 
5 trouble, and brought me to reflect on the 


C 3 caſe 


tend to be troubled about ſin, and to deſire 
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_ caſe thus Did Peter deny his Lord thrice? 
He did. But I have denied him in a more 


dreadful manner, and without thoſe /emp a- 


tions he was expoſed. to. But did Jeſus look 
upon him with compaſſion, after he had de- 
nied him thrice, and pardon his repeated of- 
fences ?—He certainly did. Well, who can 
tell, but there may be (after all that | have 


done) compaſſion in bis heart towards ſuch a 


vile wretch as I? He prayed tor thoſe that 
embrued their hands in his precious blood, 
and forgave their ſins. I will therefore ven- 
ture a bird time to cal upon him, and, Oh, 
that I may obtain mercy in his ſight ! 

I then kneeled down in the ſame place ] 
had done before, and with a trembling heart, 
humbly implored the forgiveneſs of all my 
| fins, and eſpecially thoſe I had ſo lately been 
- guilty of: I alſo earneſtly entreated the ma- 
nifeſtations of his forgiving love to my poor 


troubled ſoul ; and being encouraged by the 


former promiſe—< Aſk, and ye ſhall receive, 
&c.” I pleaded hard with the Lord, in the 
name of Jeſus; nor did I find the leaſt re- 
turn of my former ſleepineſs; though till 
the enemy bore hard againſt me; but bleſ- 


ſed be God, I was helped to reſiſt him, and 


continue 


hy 
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continue crying. After a few moments, the 
Lord was graciouſly pleaſed to give me a 
full and ſatisfactory anſwer. —l felt in an in- 
ſtant, what I had never before experienced, 
namely, ſuch peace and joy in belicving, 
as are unutterable. I could then ſay, with- 

out heſitation, I am my Beloved's, and my 
Beloved is mine.” And, © the life I now 
live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of th 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave lug 
for me.” 5 
The words made uſe of by the divine Com- 
forter, to bring home theſe glad tidings to 
my poor heart, were thoſe recorded in Matt. 
ix. 2. Son, be of good cheer, thy fins be ſergiven 
thee. Theſe words of the bleſſed Jeſus, were 
applied with ſuch power to my foul, though 
heard no articulate voice, yet they conti- 
nually ſounded in my ears for ſeveral ma- 
ments, „Son, be of good cheer, thy fins 
be forgiven thee.” Yes, and I did then en- 
joy a ſweet calm indeed! The Spirit of 
adoption was then given me, and I could cry, 
e- © Ana, Faruen.” 
ll After I aroſe from my knees, I found my- 
(- Wl {elf ſtrongly inclincd to ſet up my Ebenezer 
d I tothe Lord; to write ſomething as a memo- 
ue | rial 
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rial of God's great goodneſs now beſtowed 
upon me, a poor, vile ſinner; and taking a 
piece of chalk, which I had with me in the. 
barn (for 1 was then threſhing of wheat), I 
began to write on the boards, without the 
leaſt premeditation, and continued till I had 
finiſhed the following verſes, which ſeem 
exactly to deſcribe the very frame of my _ 


at that time. 
; ca 
JESUS, thy name, I magnify, 
Thy grace to me is given; 
By faith, thy blood, 1 now apply, 
And 1 am heir of Heaven! 


Thou, Lord, haſt male my terrors ceaſe, 
And now I weep for joy ; 

Sweet Jeſus, now thy name brings peace, 
And l thy love enjoy. 


Thrice happy ME! though once condemn'd 
Through guilt and ſlaviſh fear; 

vet Jeſus now his love extends, | 
Saying, Son, be of good cheer.” 


« Thy fins, which many were indeed, 
Are all of them forgiven: 

« For I, thy guilty ſoul have freed, 
„ And thou art Heir of Heav'n.” 


Thanks to thy name, dear Father, nos 
M, to thy Son, thou'ſt given; 

And I can now, to Jeſus bow, 
And join the Holt of Heav'n. 


Saying, © Worthy is the Lamb indeed, 
«« Whoſe blood for me was ſned:“ 

And now the captive exile's freed, 
And raiſed from the dead. 


Jeſus, 


. =. CET. S- 


us, 
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Jeſus, my Lord, doth me receive, 
Wich open arms above; 

And I, through grace, do now believe, 
And taſte his dying love ! 


Come, Holy Ghoſt, Comforter come, 
And with me ever dwell ; 
Oh, may I be thy conſtant how's, 
And thou my pledge and ſeal ! 


Whilſt I was writing the above vorles, a an 
ancient man, and a profeſſor of religion, 
came to the door (Maſter Skinner, a general 
Baptiſt, who lived in a houſe at the top of 
Green- lane), and who ſeemed to force his 
diſcourſe to me; but I was ſo intent on writ- 
ing, that I could not attend to what he ſaid, 
and had hardly time to anſwer him yes or no. 


So he gazed upon me awhile, and then left 
me to my ſcribble. I ſuppoſe he might think 
I was then fallen into a warm fit of enthuſiaſm, 


as we had converſed together before, about 
things which he neither underſtood nor be- 
lieved, 


I continued in a + kind of rapturous joy for 


about two hours; after which, the enemy 


returned, and beſet me again, with this temp- 
tation: * You ſeem much pleaſed, and very 
happy; but you are ſtill under a deluſion, 
Your faith and joy are not of the right kind; 

they 
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they are only ſuch as the Stoney-Ground | 
hearers had; and therefore you are ſtill in 
your fins, and will eternally periſh.” This 
temptation ſtaggered me fora time; but have 
ing my ſword with me, I mean a ſmall Teſ- 


tament in my pocket (which I generally had 


with me in thoſe days), 1 therefore drew it 
out, and earneſtly begged of the Lord, to 
direct me to ſome paſſage that might fully 
ſatisfy me, whether I was yet under a delu- 
ſion, or not. I then opened: the book, and 
my eye was immediately fixed on thoſe words 
recorded in Luke xi. 20, © If I, with the 
finger of God, caſt out devils, no doubt the 


| kingdom of God is come upon you.” This 


paſſage ſeemed ſo ſuitable to my caſe, that I 
thought 1 could not have been directed to 


ſuch another in all the Bible. I was enabled 


to believe it for myſelf, and did then expe- 
rience afreſh, ſuch ſatisfaction, delight, and 
pleaſure, as cannot be fully expreſſed. By 
this alſo, the enemy was put to the flight, 


and I was experimentally taught, that he 1, 


a liar, And, I could then ſay, Return to 
thy reſt, O my ſoul, for the Lord hath dealt 
bountifully with thee !”? 

In the evening I left my labour, 155 went 
home 
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home tejoicing, as one that had conquered a 
a ſormidable enemy, and taken great ſpoils, 
| ral 
Though I well knew, that the viFory, and 
the riches obtained by it, were not mine, but 


give all the glory, and wanted all I was in 

connection with, to help me praiſe him. 
When I came home, I preſently began to 

ell my wife and her father and mother, who 


to 
ly ad ſome ſpiritual light, though it was but 
u- Wictle, and with whom my wife and I then 


ad welt: I began to tell them what the Lord 
ds ad done for my foul ; how he had anſwered 
hey prayers ; manifeſted his love to my ſoul 
he Morgiven all my fins; and that I was now 
his Mie I was à child of God, and ſhould 80 to 


heaven. 


ought 1 carried things rather 2 far; and 
as a little extravagant in my expreſſions, and 
anciful in my conduct. And though ſhe had 


Id me'afterwards, with much concern, that 
e was ſo fooliſh and ſo wicked as to think, that 
| I was 


the Lord's. To Him, therefore, I wiſhed to 


My wiſe, poor thing. was * to ſee me 
d cheerful, knowing that I went out with a 
ery heavy heart in the morning. But ſhe - 


rudence enough to conceal her thoughts that 
ght, and for a conſiderable time, yet ſhe / 
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I was a little elevated with liquor, which 
' cauſed me to talk at random. Though ſhe 
acknowledged, ſhe well knew, that I never 
diſcovered the leaſt inclination to drinking, 
However, ſhe concluded, that my Maſter 
had given me a pint of his ale, which had 
made me merry, and cauſed me to talk as [ 
did. . But the real truth was, I had eat but 
lictle all day, and drank nothing but ſmall 
beer. And yet, I was more joyful than if I 
had been filled with new wine. 
In this happy frame I continued about 
© three days: and though I worked very hard 
at the time, I did not ſeem to tire in my 1a- 
bour ; was quite reſigned to the will of God 
in my ſtation, and was cheerful, comfortable, 
and ha;:py | Yea, I was fo carried above every 
ting of this world, that I ſcarce knew whe- 
ther | was in the body, or out of it. 

O may I never forget the infinite conde- 
ſcenſion, grace, and love of God to my poor 
ſoul. May I never diſhonour him by 1ngra- 

titude or unbelief. May Jeſus be my reſt 
* ing- place, and may 1 live upon him, and 
= with him for ever |! eg, 
3 98 of M. B 
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